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Poll Captures Boys and Girls State Opinions 
By Ben Telicki 

Before departing for their re-

spective Boys and Girls State 

programs, all citizens were 

asked to take a poll that sur-

veyed their political stances, 

opinions, and depth of 

knowledge of the United States 

government. With the results 

in, it can be firmly said that 

both programs have a wide 

variety of opinions that, alt-

hough startling, will enrich the 

discussions and events of the 

rest of the week. 

 The first survey ques-

tion posed to respondents was 

of political alignment and par-

ty. Boys Staters showed a bal-

anced set of ideologies, with 

25.3% identifying as Demo-

crats, 28.6% identifying as 

Republicans, and the remaining 

46.1% identifying as independ-

ent. Girls Staters, on the con-

trary, showed a stronger prefer-

ence for the Democratic Party 

with 44.5% of respondents 

considering themselves Demo-

crats. Only 15.1% identified as 

Republican. 

 These figures are 

quite similar to the results of 

last year’s Boys and Girls State 

poll. Even in the wake of the 

recent presidential election, the 

figures for Boys Staters identi-

fying as liberal or conservative 

have remained at about one 

quarter each, with the remain-

ing moderate. Girls Staters 

have typically identified as 

more liberal. Boys State advi-

sor Larry DiCara explained that 

the apparent disparity between 

male and female polling results 

is a trend not exclusive to the 

Boys and Girls State programs. 

“Women tend to be much more 

concerned about domestic poli-

cy and much more reluctant to 

wage war,” said DiCara. 

“These are constants going 

back decades.” 

 DiCara also refer-

enced the poll at Tuesday’s 

general education lecture and 

cited statistics regarding the 

favorability of various political 

figures, particularly President 

Donald Trump and former Sec-

retary of State Hillary Clinton. 

Over half of the 217 Boys State 

respondents and just under 

three-quarters of the 159 Girls 

State respondents held an unfa-

vorable opinion of Donald 

Trump. Although a majority of 

both Boys and Girls Staters 

found agreement on the topic 

of Trump, the same could not 

be said about Clinton. 37.1% of 

Girls State respondents held an 

unfavorable opinion of Clinton 

compared to 63.6% of those at 

Boys State. 

 The results coincide 

with some of the discussions 

held on campus so far. In years 

past, it would seem unusual for 

members of a certain popula-

tion to completely oppose both 

candidates from two different  
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Convocation:  

A Night of Remembrance 
By Nicole Berkio 
This past Sunday night, the 

citizens of Girls and Boys 

State, along with their counse-

lors and staff members, met at 

the Ames Center to participate 

in Joint Convocation. This 

ceremony included a perfor-

mance by the Boys State/Girls 

State band, the recognition of 

ROTC members, a number of 

speakers, and, what some 

would argue was the most im-

portant part of the event, the 

remembrance of American 

veterans who have risked their 

lives to ensure that ours are 

lived freely. 
It is a sign of respect 

and appreciation to give thanks 

to the veterans who have 

fought, survived, and returned 

to our beloved country. Sun-

day night, we stood and ap-

plauded the men and women 

standing before us dressed in 

uniform. However, although 

we clapped for the veterans 

faces we had seen, we sat in  

Continued on page 3 
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By Olivia Palmer, Hannah Parent, Madison Du-

fries, Julia Quinn, Eden Dalton, Jenny Bragg, 

Olivia Guerra, Helia Evora, Ludjy Butter, Jillian 

Tully 

Bill 6: Public Health, motions for the le-

galization of prostitution. As could be 

expected, this new idea has resulted in an 

immense amount of controversy dealing 

with people of various opinions. To some, 

legalizing the act is compelling due to the 

ideology that by making it “okay” by le-

gal standards, it could overall become 

much safer on many levels. That being 

said, the moral controversy that comes 

with prostitution is not something that is 

easily ignored by those who disagree with 

it. No matter the side someone stands with 

Bill 6, it is undeniably one to be heavily 

looked into and discussed.   
It is important to consider, that 

the act of prostitution, or as defined in Bill 

6: “consensual sale of sexual acts,” would 

not be able to occur at just any location or 

time of choice. In an article written for 

Businessinsider.com, author Fuchs writes, 

“Nevada only allows prostitution in li-

censed brothels that test workers routinely 

for sexually transmitted infections.” With 

this up and coming business being legal-

ized, meticulous and consistent regulation 

checks would be mandatory as they are in 

the state of Nevada. This way, those who 

choose to enter the business have the safe-

ty assurance that many pimp-prostitute 

relationships generally do not have. Addi-

tionally, current prostitution businesses 

cannot obtain the protection that the po-

lice force offers, due to the fear of being 

prosecuted themselves. The legalization 

of prostitution would allow workers to file 

charges if necessary without penalty. 

Prostitution remains a controversial sub-

ject, but it has been around for centuries 

and shows no sign of going away, there-

fore making it legal would be more practi-

cal. 
 While there are potential bene-

fits, people who are against the legaliza-

tion of prostitution argue that the legaliza-

tion would create a commercial enterprise 

endorsed by the US government that 

would negatively impact the American 

culture. Considering that prostitution is 

referred to as being the oldest form of 

oppression, should the US government 

support it? As a new generation arises, so 

do efforts to reform ideologies. That is to 

say, more and more people are advocating 

for the respect that they have been de-

prived of for too long. Legalizing sex for 

money would be a massive setback to 

both men and women in their efforts to 

redefine society’s expectations and val-

ues. 
It needs to be acknowledged that, 

according to jornalistrescources.org, 

“countries with legalized prostitution are 

associated with higher human trafficking 

inflows than countries where prostitution 

is prohibited. The scale effect of legaliz-

ing prostitution, i.e. expansion of the mar-

ket, outweighs the substitution effect, 

where legal sex workers are favored over 

illegal workers.” The legalization seems 

to make the circumstances of sex workers 

more dangerous, rather than solving the 

issues around prostitution. Aside from a 

statistical standpoint, the fact of the matter 

is that this legislation goes against every-

thing we as forward thinking Americans 

stand for. By the government legalizing 

this profession, it is signifying to Ameri-

can children and young adults that this 

career path is acceptable. For the kids 

struggling academically in school or who 

are failing to make ends meet, this legisla-

tion teaches these kids that they can give 

in to self-doubt and revert to prostitution. 

Instead of believing in themselves and 

striving for greatness, young people 

would be made to believe that selling their 

bodies and self-respect is acceptable, and 

worse, a simple everyday job. The gov-

ernment should not normalize this profes-

sion, instead, it should set up programs 

empowering Americans rather than teach-

ing them to accept degradation. Ameri-

cans have made amazing strides to unveil 

the true potential of each and every one of 

us, and many prostitutes have not had this 

light shed upon them. It is the govern-

ment’s job to ensure that all Americans, 

no matter the race, ethnicity or sexuality, 

learn to believe in themselves and their 

abilities in order to achieve their goals. 

No one should have to give up their bod-

ies in order to achieve this. 
 Wherever one falls on the spec-

trum of legalization of prostitution, it has 

become clear that this is a problem that 

must be addressed. When weighing the 

benefits and shortcomings regarding this 

situation one must decide   the direction 

and messages that we, as a country, want 

to send to the world and our people. When 

deciding whether to legalize prostitution, 

the American people must consider both 

economic and moral viewpoint regarding 

this issue. Therefore, this decision will, 

ultimately, come down to what the Ameri-

can people deem to be of higher value: 

public health and safety or self-respect 

and ethics. 

  

EDITORIAL: Should Prostitution be Legalized? 

OPINIONS 

By Ambrose Tierney 

America has been wrestling with a bitter 

struggle against drugs for decades now. 

The idea is largely credited to the Nixon 

administration, and has been carried out 

since. However, it has recently become 

controversial as people have brought up 

the policy’s failings and pushed to legal-

ize marijuana, which was achieved in 

Massachusetts. As a result, Boys State 

and Girls State parties have been asked to 

give their opinions on the subject. This 

article will attempt to explain, from a fis-

cal perspective, the Boys State Federalist 

Party’s decision to endorse this policy 

stance, as well as a larger rollback on the 

War on Drugs, and allow voters to have 

an informed view of the Federalist argu-

ments. 

 An analysis of the War on Drugs 

policy should of course come first. Ac 

  Continued on page 3 

The Federalist Take on The War on Drugs 

Boys and Girls Staters at the Econ 

Lecture on the first day of class 
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Poll Results, cont. from p. 1 
parties, as in the case of the Boys State 

poll. But as this most recent election 

cycle has demonstrated, a growing num-

ber of undecided voters have become 

trapped between camps on either side of 

the spectrum that are more radical in 

their beliefs. Perhaps the United States 

is indeed experiencing a realignment 

phase, and this format will become the 

new norm. 

 Other poll questions showed 

similar responses between the Girls and 

Boys State attendees. Both the boys and 

girls had majorities agree that communi-

ties should not be able to enact curfews, 

that schools should allow pubic student 

prayer, and that students should be al-

lowed to register to vote when applying 

for a driver's’ license. The fact that Boys 

and Girls Staters agreed on many issues 

of more immediate issue, but not party 

identification, warrants questioning 

about what role political identification 

has on more explicit decision making. 

 Declan Leary, in his analysis of 

last year’s poll results for the Citizen, 

wrote that “it would seem that self-

identification as a liberal or a conserva-

tive, at least for people of our age, is 

more of a trained response than a con-

scious decision based on critical think-

ing or historical analysis.” Leary’s argu-

ment can be applied to politics at large 

in the current political climate. Boys and 

Girls State are microcosms of America’s 

political landscape. Oftentimes our out-

ward political views and internal deci-

sion making combine and become in-

grained within our own mindsets to the 

point where our beliefs are not just opin-

ions, but reflexes. These reflexes are not 

necessarily based on the history of the 

past.   

 DiCara made it clear that these 

poll results were from before Boys and 

Girls Staters attended any lectures or 

events at their respective programs. As 

the week progresses, attendees will have 

developed their political understandings 

to the point where they can transcend 

the political farce portrayed by the me-

dia, and garner a deeper appreciation for 

the American political system. 

silence and remembrance in honor of 

the fellow veterans who have lost their 

lives, or who have gone missing in this 

crucial time of battle. 

In honor of the families and 

friends of the missing veterans, of the 

people who have lost a loved one in the 

midst of fire, of the countless missing 

men and women fighting to survive for 

the people and the country that they 

love, the Legion and Auxiliary orga-

nized a POW MIA ceremony, short for 

“Prisoners of War, Missing in Action.” 

During this ceremony, a few select citi-

zens of Girls and Boys State were cho-

sen to go up on stage and read speeches 

relating to the lost or missing veterans. 

As the emotional words had been read, 

many citizens in the crowd became 

teary-eyed as they thought of their expe-

riences with the ugliness of conflict and 

war. 
This thoughtful and moving 

ceremony really captures what the or-

ganizations of Boys State and Girls 

State are all about. Our values revolve 

around American pride, and respect and 

appreciation for those who love our 

country and fight to make it better eve-

ryday. Each citizen is a young and 

bright new mind who is capable of 

changing the world if one so desires to. 

As future leaders, the citizens at 

Stonehill this week will take into ac-

count every situation and every lesson, 

and put forth new ideas that will make a 

stronger America, and make our veter-

ans proud. 

Convocation, cont. from p. 1 Federalist, cont. from p. 1 
cording to the periodical The Atlantic, 

between 1970 and 2010 the United 

states spent $1.5 trillion in attempting to 

control the use of drugs, while drug ad-

diction rate among US citizens has 

stayed stagnant at around 1.25% of the 

population. Regardless, the criminaliza-

tion of drugs has swelled the prison pop-

ulation. Roughly 48.6% of prison in-

mates are in for drug-related offenses, 

according to political think-tank Five 

Thirty Eight. This results in the United 

States having the highest prison popula-

tion in the world. According to the BBC, 

the US has over two million inmates. 

The US prison population as a percent-

age of the total population is also the 

greatest, surpassing Russia and sextu-

pling that of China. All of which is un-

doubtedly expensive to the taxpayer and 

destructive to communities hit hard by 

drug problems like the opioid epidemic. 

So what solutions are the Federalists 

proposing? Broadly, the Federalists wish 

to end the War on Drugs. The party 

looks to states like Colorado, and Mas-

sachusetts in the future, as a model for 

ending the drug war. Colorado’s state 

government reported that, as of April, it 

had raised over $200 million dollars this 

fiscal year. For context, the current state 

budget deficit of Massachusetts is 

around $130 million dollars. Further-

more, Colorado drug use among teens 

dropped from 20% to 18%. The Federal-

ist party believes that given the negative 

effects of the War on Drugs, and the 

benefits of ending it, serious thought 

should be given to this solution. 

Advisor Larry DiCara addresses Girls State 
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The Week Ahead at 

Boys and Girls State 

Wednesday 

 8:00 am - Boys State 

Statewide Elections 

 7:30 pm - Inauguration 

and Celebration 

Thursday 

 1:30 pm - Boys State 

Championship Sport 

Rounds 

 3:00 pm - District Court 

 11:30 am - Girls Nation 

Interviews 

Friday 

 9:00 am - College Fair 

The Citizen Staff 
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Aptt, Serina Bowen, Erin Adams, Em-

ma Berkebile, Cynthia Lua, Amber 

Jones, Robert Paterson, Alex Flagg, 

Jared LaValley, James Hanlor, Brett 

Lebow, Frederick Hanna, Ambrose 

Tierney, Julia Ramos  

By Caroline Arcari 

At the beginning of this exciting week the Girl’s State members of each town were 

rounded up to introduce the bills written by attending Girl’s State members and cho-

sen to be a part of our week. To give a brief overview, there are six different pro-

posed bills. 
#1 Health and Human Services- this bill would create str icter  guidelines 

for the requirements that one would need to receive welfare from the state of Massa-

chusetts, for example submitting a drug test and being screened for a criminal record. 

The government agency known as the Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) 

will be in charge of  enforcing the new measures. This Bill plans to go into effect “90 

days after passage to allow for welfare agencies to implement changes”. 
#2 Education- this bill if passed into law would require 

“comprehensive” sex education in every public school district across Massachusetts. 

The education must fit appropriately into the K-12 curriculum and require 10% of 

state funding for that district. This bill will go into effect at the start of the 2018-2019 

school year. 
#3 Marijuana Policy- this bill proposes that Massachusetts repeal the 

newly enacted law that legalized marijuana so it is less accessible for young teens 

and adults- the ban would be enforced by the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) and 

would return Massachusetts to the standing on medical marijuana being the sole legal 

type.This bill would be put into place January 1,2018. 
#4 Judiciary- this bill would legalize the death penalty by lethal injec-

tion in the state of Massachusetts. The charges that would allow this sentence are 

murder in the first degree, kidnapping, rape, and sexual assault of a minor. The Mas-

sachusetts Bureau of Justice Statistics will be in charge of the enforcement. This bill 

will take effect the first Tuesday of 2018. 
#5 Mental Health, Substance Use and Recovery- this bill addresses the 

opioid crisis currently occurring in Massachusetts. This Bill would set up recovery 

clinics across the state to help those addicted or recovering from addiction achieve 

sobriety. This bill requires that the state provides funding for 
#6 Public Health- this bill is a very popular  one to debate this past 

week: the legalization of prostitution. This bill would allow the legal practice of pros-

titution in areas “defined as towns, rather than cities”. It outlines the qualifications for 

an act to be considered prostitution and it puts the Department of Public Health in 

charge of the specific logistics. 
Each of these Bills will be voted on by the members of both the Federalist 

and Nationalist Parties by the end of the week. They will have the chance to amend/ 

edit  the bills and then vote whether to pass or reject the specific Bill. These Bills will 

serve as the platform in which each party stands on. The Bills will then be sent to the 

House and the Senate to ultimately be voted on and either approved or rejected legiti-

mately. 

Get to Know the Girls State  

Proposed Bills 

Submit photos and articles to  

The Citizen: 

 

magsbs2017@gmail.com 

Cristopher Carey 

asks Larry DiCara a 

question during a 

Government Lecture 


