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Weather Forecasts with Hailey Verelst  

VOTE! 

You can find our online presidential poll 

on Twitter at @GsBsNewspaper.  Please 

take it, let us know whether you are with 

Hillary, Donald, or Someone Else.  In the 

previous online poll, 20% of students 

described themselves as politically 

active, another 69% claimed to be 

politically aware.  So prove it, move 

those thumbs and click on your choice.  

MaBoysState  

MassBoysState  

#MaBoysState  

MaBoysState  

Thursday 

Partly Cloudy 

82°F 

0% Precipitation 

45% Humidity 

9 mph Wind  

Friday 

Partly Cloudy 

72°F 

10% Precipitation 

49% Humidity 

13 mph Wind  

Stonehill College  

Poll Result Analysis 

Question of the Day 

Do you agree with the 

idea that minors of a ille-

gal immigrant will not be 

prosecuted in legal 

courts? www.maboysstate.org  

www.massgirlsstate.org 

Declan Leary 

In preparation for our respective 

programs, Boys and Girls Sta-

ters took a poll sent out about 

our political beliefs and under-

standing. The results are in, and 

now it’s clear exactly what we 

know and stand for: firmly, un-

waveringly, almost universally, 

just about absolutely nothing.   

 Boys State respond-

ents were pretty evenly split 

between liberal and conserva-

tive, with 24.7% identifying as 

the former, and 22.7% as the 

latter; the remaining 52.6% 

identified themselves as moder-

ate. The numbers for Girls State 

are remarkably different: 56.8% 

liberal, 31.8% moderate, and 

just 11.4% conservative. Despite 

these apparent differences in 

political ideology, however, re-

sponses to the individuals listed 

in the poll came back relatively 

similarly for both programs: 

most notably, relatively high 

favorability for Barack Obama, 

Joe Biden, Bernie Sanders, and 

Elizabeth Warren. They both 

showed disapproval of George 

W. Bush, Hillary Clinton, Ted 

Cruz, and the national poster-

boy for the politically unaware, 

Donald J. Trump. Both also 

voiced moderate support for 

Charlie Baker, Paul Ryan, and 

Bill Clinton. In two groups ap-

parently so divided over ideolo-

gy, why are the reactions to 

those ideologies when put into 

practice almost the same? 

Shouldn’t the less liberal group 

be less inclined toward politi-

cians like Obama, Biden and 

Sanders? One of the only notable 

differences in responses between 

Boys and Girls State was on the 

Tsarnaev question. About 60% of 

boys responded in favor of the 

death penalty, and 40% against; 

these numbers were reversed in 

the girls’ answers. Perhaps this 

discrepancy could be explained 

by the tendency of men to be 

more inclined to violence. The 

women, to their credit, seem to 

take a step back and examine 

critically the entire situation, 

rather than centering in on a 

primitive gut reaction. But over-

all, there appears to be no real 

difference in practical ideology 

between the different groups, 

regardless of how they identify. 

It would seem that self-

identification as a liberal or a 

conservative, at least for people 

of our age, is more of a trained 

response than a conscious deci-

sion based on critical thinking or 

historical analysis. Were it any-

thing more substantial, the re-

sults would be more consistent. 

    But about 68.5% of all re-

spondents still identified as 

politically aware. 21.5% even 

went so far as to call themselves 

politically active. Only 10% ad-

mitted to political indifference. 

And are the attendees of Boys 

and Girls State not supposed to 

be the best and the brightest, 

the select few, the future leaders 

of our Commonwealth and our 

nation? Has a political environ-

ment focused on soundbites and 

slogans led us so far out of touch 

with the real-world function of 

government that our political 

identities no longer run any 

deeper than a single word: con-

servative or liberal? 

      Perhaps it is this very dis-

connect which causes so many of 

us to identify outside of the tra-

ditional categories. 47.8% of 

respondents from both programs 

selected Independent rather 

than Republican or Democrat, 

and 45.4% chose moderate over 

conservative or liberal. The poll 

results clearly indicate that 

almost half of all Boys and Girls 

Staters are so dissatisfied with 

the current state of politics that 

they are unwilling to participate 

in either of our nation’s major 

political groups. It is a dilemma 

which has become evident na-

tionwide during this election 

cycle. The parties have each 

been divided over issues of iden-

tity and 
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Madeline Griffith 

On Tuesday night 

participants in Boys’ 

and Girls’ state gath-

ered together outside 

and joined the nation 

in celebrating the 

American flag and all 

it represents. The 

beginning of the cere-

mony was signaled by 

the sound of a trum-

pet cutting short the 

soft murmuring of the 

crowd. 

    After ambassadors 

for Boys’ and Girls’ 

State briefly spoke 

the chorus delivered 

their rendition of the 

Star Spangled Ban-

ner. With hands on 

hearts or up in re-

spectful salute, all in 

attendance turned 

their attention to the 

flag billowing in the 

warm breeze. One 

could not help but 

think about the trage-

dy in Orlando that 

necessitated the flag 

be at half-mast 

throughout the cere-

mony. 

The head of 

Boys’ State, Mark 

Avis, walked shoulder 

to shoulder with the 

head of Girls’ State, 

Bonnie Sladeski to 

deliver lilies to the 

base of the flagpole. 

Again the trumpeter 

split the silence. As 

the somber notes of 

Taps rang out the 

ROTC Honor Guard 

lowered the flag from 

the pole. Those in 

attendance had to 

strain their ears to 

hear the echoing of 

the song over the 

whine of a jet engine 

overhead. 

The ceremony con-

cluded with Bonnie 

reading the signifi-

cance behind each of 

the 13 folds in the flag 

and a final perfor-

mance by the band. 

Girls’ and Boys’ State Reflect on What it Means to be American Dur-

ing Somber Flag Day Ceremony.  

Bipartisan Representation 

Loyalty Town Pro-

file 
 

The town of loyalty has 

spunk. From our junior 

counselor, Shannon’s unre-

lenting dabs and horrifying 

conspiracy theories, to our 

new Girls State Governor, 

Rachel’s passionate love for 

the program, and all that it 

stands for the town of Loyal-

ty truly exemplifies what it 

means to be at Girls State. 

From my short time here, 

we have welcomed each oth-

er 

Counselor: Jen 

Junior Counselors: Shan-

non and Jill 

Town Moderator: Liz 

Declan Leary, Grace Rankin and 

Maddie Conway 

 
Boys and Girls Staters have gath-

ered frequently over the past few 
days to be addressed by 50 year 

Boys State veteran Larry DiCara. 

Since the very first assembly, Larry 

has kept us entertained and en-

gaged with his lively deliverance of 

Democratic political principles and 
his indictment of the current state 

of our politics, culture, and govern-

ment. But the subject and perspec-
tive of Larry’s speaking has left 

one key Boys State demographic 

feeling unrepresented and unac-
counted for; conservative partici-

pants have been left without a 

voice in the midst of lectures on 
gun control, expansion and central-

ization of government, and the 

glories of His Holiness John F. 
Kennedy. 
           I won’t try to argue against 

Larry’s qualifications to be ad-
dressing us, or his merit as a speak-

er. Clearly Mr. DiCara is an intelli-

gent and knowledgeable man who 
can articulate well his political 

opinions. But we must recognize 

that they are just that: opinions. 
The Boys State program cannot 

serve its intended purpose of pro-

moting active citizenship and dem-
ocratic participation if it is only 

willing to deliver one side of every 

argument. Since, according to the 
poll taken by all attendees before 

the week began, the percentages of 

conservative and liberal Boys 
Staters are almost identical, should 

the two groups not be represented 

equally? 
    This discussion became even 

more relevant when we all wit-

nessed a Boys Stater, after he was 
unable to speak before the end of a 

post-gen-ed Q&A, approach the 

microphone and begin to criticize 
Larry for what he called 

“indoctrination”. The young man 

began by shouting, “I came here to 
Boys State to learn how to think, 

not what to think.” 
    Apparently the rest of us were 
mistaken in thinking that cognitive 

function should be developed 

sometime before the age of 17. In 
fact, it began for most of us while 

still in the womb. If you’re coming 

to a program at the end of your 
junior year so you can learn how to 

think, chances are there’s a prob-

lem. 
    As conservatives, we should not 

be so afraid of another opinion that 

we stand against it as 

“indoctrination”, nor should we use 

it as justification to attack a man 
who has given so much of himself 

to make this program better for 

each and every one of us. We, as 
conservatives, should be able to 

hear beliefs different from our own, 

without being scared or offended. 
No one can with any substance or 

reputability question Mr. DiCara’s 

good intentions, regardless of his 
personal beliefs and how they 

match up with our own. What we 
can do, however, is respectfully 

advocate for a better balance be-

tween conservative and liberal 
speakers. Perhaps next year, Larry 

can share his role with someone 

who leans more to the right. Next 
year’s attendees would still be 

exposed to Larry’s unique humor 

and passionate beliefs, but their 
own viewpoints would not remain 

unspoken for. 
We should note as well 

the importance of that exposure. 

The purpose of this program is to 

form the next generation of citizens 
and leaders. The future conserva-

tive leaders of our nation might 

have a tough time if they simply 
cry “Injustice! Outrage! Indoctrina-

tion!” at the first hint of liberal 

ideology. Exposure to the methods 
and beliefs of the other side is one 

of the most important elements in 

the development of a political 
leader. All members of the Boys 

and Girls State programs, especial-

ly conservatives, should treasure 

the contributions offered by Larry 

DiCara, and make use of them as 
they grow and mature as leaders of 

a comprehensive and respectful 

bipartisan system. We simply ask 
that the bipartisanship begin here, 

with equal and cooperative repre-

sentation for young men and wom-
en on both sides of the political 

spectrum. 
                                                         
                                            



THE CITIZEN DAILY NE WSPAPER VOLUME 14,  ISSUE 3  PAGE 3 

 

Photo  

Submissions 
The Citizen Staff is asking 

for photo submissions from 

Staff, Councilors, and Citi-

zens from both Boys and 

Girls State. 

 

Please Email To: 

magsbs2016@gmail.com 

ideology. The conservative branch of the 

Republican Party has all but fallen to a fas-

cist demagogue who shares none of their 

supposed values. The so-called savior of the 

Democratic Party’s liberal wing, after a brief 

ascension to notoriety, lost to one of the most 

elite and most hated members of the Wash-

ington establishment. 

The attendees of Massachusetts 

Boys and Girls State 2016 are taking on the 

mantle of citizenship in a year when, regard-

less of allegiance or ideals, everyone is angry. 

Conservatives feel unrepresented, liberals 

feel cheated by the establishment, moderates 

are terrified at a choice between unappealing 

radicals, and the Trumpians are just plain 

angry. We as young people either fall victim 

to the dangerous allure of seemingly simple 

solutions (like those provided by Trump or 

Bernie), or we find ourselves burdened with 

the near impossible task of battling the ex-

treme and often undemocratic cult politics 

which they produce. Our results, though they 

may seem disheartening to those seeking to 

protect a political status quo, demonstrate a 

clear leaning of Boys and Girls Staters to-

ward the latter option. It seems that a great 

many of us are truly independent, in the rich 

sense which traces back to the very founda-

tion of our country. When faced with this 

choice, as many of us are in the 2016 elec-

tion, we should remember that the first op-

tion is the easy way out; the second takes 

courage, perseverance, and the spirit of a 

true Ameri-

can patriot. 

 

State Committee Members: Julie Pi-

rog, Bridget Carl 

 

Senate: Shelagh Judge 

 

House of Representatives: Shannon 

Sullivan, Kayla Krom, Hannah 

Mouradian 

 

Mayor: Alexa Rae Rasmussen 

 

City Clerk: Julia Mendes 

 

City Council: Niku Darasfshi, 

 Madeline Griffith, Lily Jackson, Tay-

lor Robbins, Grace O’Donnell 

 

School Committee: Olivia Carbone, 

Brigid Hern, Hannah Mouradian  

Scott Sullivan 
The American nation, as we all 

know, is not segregated. Within 

this continuously growing melt-

ing pot of cultures, race, reli-

gions, etc., there is a sense of 

unity which we all share. The 

physical characteristics of a citi-

zen of the country should by no 

means serve to divide the popu-

lace on arbitrary lines. When we 

look at the programs for Boys 

State and Girls State, there is, 

however, a dividing line placed 

on the basis of gender. Boys are 

divided from girls for most activ-

ities, and there is a prevailing 

sense of differential treatment 

based on the genders. Under-

standably, the reasons for divi-

sion of boys and girls in these 

two programs lies much more in 

the institutional makeup of them. 

Boys State and Girls State both 

are supported by separate pro-

grams: The American Legion 

sponsors Boys State, whereas the 

American Legion Auxiliary is 

responsible for Girls State. This 

problem is also the cause of an-

other, more significant problem. 

Both of these programs sponsor 

separate national programs, Boys 

Nation and Girls Nation. Clearly, 

any effort to reform these two 

programs would require a joint 

effort from both parties at the 

national level, and eventually 

spreading these efforts to the 

state programs, a endeavor that 

would take significant amounts of 

money and time, which will im-

mediately turn off people consid-

ering the move. 
However, with any change that 

has benefited people as a whole, 

the amount of effort necessary to 

implement it has always been 

significant. With any less effort 

made, great change can not be 

made. With the issue of the seg-

regation of boys and girls into 

two separate programs, the bene-

fits can surely be worth the effort. 

Firstly, the American Legion and 

the American Legion Auxiliary 

have been closely linked with one 

another since the inception of 

both organizations. The commu-

nication between the two is there, 

and should be no obstacle in the 

two working together to develop 

a program which includes both 

genders in the same environment. 
If we look at the goals of both 

programs, it is to provide an 

accurate simulation of the 
government of the state, and to 

provide students with some expe-

rience in running for public of-

fice. For the most part, the pro-

grams have successfully done so, 

giving us valuable experience. 

With the real world though, there 

is no separation between boys 

and girls. In the real world, candi-

dates for office are not separated 

by gender. Just like Charlie Baker 

faced off against Martha Coakley 

in the 2014 gubernatorial race, 

men and women will face off 

against one another for key state 

positions. Just like Baker selected 

Karyn Polito as his Lieutenant 

Governor, men and women will 

work together in the state and 

federal government. The integra-

tion of Boys State and Girls State 

will allow competition between 

exceptional candidates, regard-

less of gender, and will truly 

represent the state government, 

where the most wanted candidate, 

regardless of gender, is chosen. 
    We must also remind ourselves 

that the presence of the opposite 

gender, in all likelihood, will lead 

the participants of both programs 

to consider more about what they 

say, which in turn will lead to 

less embarrassing behavior and 

speeches being made. As a Boys 

State participant, I have seen a 

great deal of speeches being 

made that in no way have any-

thing to do with what a position 

stands for, how the candidate is 

qualified for the position, and 

how the candidate will use the 

power of that position to serve 

the members of Boys State. Ra-

ther, we have been treated to 

speeches laced with thinly veiled 

insults, inferences to drug use, 

and, of course, a story of a boy 

and a cantaloupe. Now, alone 

with members of the same gen-

 

Boys State Perspective of Integration 

City of Peace Profile 

Cont. on pg. 4 

Cont. from pg. 1 

Cont. tomorrow with Girls State perspective 
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Raeayn Warren, Emily Shanley, JoJo Brennan, Rachel McLaughlin 

 

 Change has been many years in the making, but finally people who 

are in favor of same-sex marriage have achieved the verdict for love. As the 

first state to legalize same-sex marriage, this is a topic near and dear to the 

hearts of Massachusetts citizens. On June 26, 2015 the Supreme Court of the 

United States of America ruled 5 to 4 on the case of Obergefell v. Hodges in 

favor of allowing same-sex marriage across the country, lifting any and all 

state bans. The 14th Amendment’s Equal Protection and Due Process Claus-

es were presented as evidence, which prompted a ruling stating that one of 

our fundamental rights is to be able to marry, which applies equally to same-

sex and opposite-sex couples. Although this court case was a major leap for 

the LGBT+ community, it is clear that supporters still face an uphill battle. 

 In times of tragedy, people look for someone to blame, and often that 

blame is assigned wrongfully. In the wake of the recent tragedy in Orlando 

which occurred in the early hours of Sunday June 12, at Pulse nightclub, 

many have looked to assign  blame. Unfortunately in doing so, many have 

forgotten the true nature of the tragic massacre and largest mass shooting in 

US history. Presidential candidate Donald Trump has chosen to focus more 

on immigration bans on peoples coming to the United States from countries 

tied to Islamic terrorist organizations, rather than focusing on the nature of 

the shooting. Mr. Trump chose to focus on how in his campaign speeches, he 

has spoken on immigration bans, and only after ranting about policy chose to 

tweet out “ Thank you to the LGBT community! I will fight for you while Hil-

lary brings in more people that will threaten your freedoms and beliefs.” In 

the wake of such disaster we should, as a community and country, first exam-

ine this as a hate crime inflicted upon the LGBT+ community. Rather than 

focusing on the take down of ISIS or immigration, focus must be directed at 

the fact that a group of people seeking acceptance, was made to feel unsafe 

and vulnerable, and was made to feel that recent victories were diminished 

within mere hours. 

 Often, it takes tragedy to make a change. After the Orlando shooting, 

the cause of LGBT+ rights has received a great deal of attention. Despite 

gains in recent years and significant strides towards equality, there is still 

clear discrimination against those that identify as non-straight. The actions 

in Orlando, however, drew people around the world in support. Where 47 

years ago the protests at Stonewall Inn began the long push for LGBT+ 

rights, there was a vigil for the victims that thousands of mourners attended. 

Services and intentions for the victims of Orlando have not been limited to 

actions in the United States, but instead countries around the world, such as 

Israel, France and Chile, have shown their support for those in Orlando. 

Fundraising initiatives have skyrocketed in response to the tragedy, with a 

GoFundMe page raising $4.3 million within three days. Another fundraiser, 

established to support victims and offer crisis counseling, has raised 

$350,000. In general, the victims of Orlando and the entire LGBT+ communi-

ty have been flooded with well-wishes and support. There are some that use 

this tragedy as an opportunity to vilify those with differing sexual orienta-

tion, and there are some that use this opportunity to direct focus to their own 

agendas, such as anti-immigration policies and Islamophobia. It is important 

to remember, however, that the events of Orlando hurt a community of peo-

ple still fighting for rights and that the most important response is love for 

those hurt by the events rather than an outpouring of hate. 

 

Editorial: LBGT+ Rights 

Sports Update 
Michael Abela  

Recreation Period has been buzzing 

with athletic activity the past few days, 

with some impressive performers and 

teams standing out. In football, Coun-

ties B and G will be facing off in the 

championship, led by top performing 

team-members Steve Rizzo and Matt 

Dunn, both earning MVP titles. 

    In soccer, the following counties have 

been victorious: B,C, E, and H. These 

counties are thus leading the soccer 

tournament at this point and will be 

competing further to enter the champi-

onship match. 

    In basketball at the Ames Center, 

County C will be facing County G in 

the championship. County G faced a 

tough battle with County F to get 

there, and it was noted that although 

County F ended up losing the match, 

their sportsmanship soared while 

County G’s was lacking. Leading scor-

ers have been Jacob Ashworth, Harold 

Beckford and JJ Fergusson. 

    In softball, Counties H and B will be 

facing off in the championship match. 

Mike Sosa, Zack Geyster, Jackson Maf-

feo, Stone Damon, Wade McGilvray, 

and Brian Tessicini have all hit deci-

sive home runs for their teams. 

    In the college bowl, County B has 

achieved an impressive three wins, 

with County C following behind with 

two and E coming in next with one. 

    The other events - tennis, volleyball, 

ultimate frisbee, and track & field - 

have been carried out successfully so 

far as well, but the specific data from 

these sports are unavailable at the mo-

ment. 

    Keep enjoying rec period Boys State, 

and let’s hope our champion teams are 

able to defeat the counselors.  

der, the Boys State members have seen fit to 

have some fun with this references, however, it 

has surely damaged the credibility of candi-

dates who have brought these to their cam-

paigns. Now, imagine the program was inte-

grated. Those same jokes that had been made 

would surely have been discarded in favor of a 

more sensible speech, and, hopefully, more 

sensible campaigns. The natural filter, and self 

consciousness, we feel in presence of the oppo-

site gender would have had a significant effect 

on those very speeches, and may have saved us 

from this embarrassing rhetoric. 

Perspective Cont. 


