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Statewide Election Results Announced 
By Erin Adams 

On Tuesday, the Nationalist and Federalist 

Officers of Girls State gave speeches at the 

press conference. The girls answered many 

questions on bills 4 and 6. The Nationalists 

chose to pass bill 4, which sparked controver-

sy among the two parties. With thorough 

questioning from the press, the crowd was 

able to decide who they were going to vote 

for. The Girls and Boys State Constitutional 

Officers were announced during the general 

ed class on Wednesday. 
It was announced that the Governor 

and Lt. Governor are Richeline Cadet (F) and 

Ludjy Butter (F). The Attorney General is 

Elizabeth Anderson (N). The Secretary of 

State is Chessa MacKenzie (F). The Treasur-

er is Snigdha Allaparthi (F) and the State 

Auditor is Marlie Atlabachew (N). The Fed-

eralist party makes up the vast majority of the 

Constitutional Officers. 
On Tuesday, the Boys State dele-

gates for Constitutional Officers and Senators 

gave speeches and answered questions. The 

party platforms were introduced, which 

helped the boys decide how to cast their 

votes. The boys who run for US Senator are 

the ones elected to go to Boys Nation.   

The two US Senators of Boys State 

who will attend Boys Nation are Charlie 

Chen (N) and Aidan Pierce (N). The Gover-

nor and Lt. Governor are Jack Lang (N) and 

Nick Claudio (N). The Attorney General is 

Richard Li (F). The Secretary of State is Lan-

don Tucker (N). The Treasurer is Dolph 

Pierre (F) and the State Auditor is Shane Phil-

lip (F). Most of the Constitutional officers are 

members of the Nationalist party. 

 

Congratulations to all those who won! 

Stonehill College 

JROTC: A Strong Presence at 

Boys and Girls State 
By Cynthia Lau 

In the past few nights, Boys and 

Girls State members have seen 

cadets in uniforms of various 

branches of JROTC lining up to 

conduct greetings and Honor 

Guard in the evening gatherings. 

The JROTC presence is promi-

nent but not many Boys and 

Girls State citizens know exactly 

what the cadets do. The JROTC, 

short for the Junior Reserve Of-

ficer Training Corps, program 

differs from school to school, 

but an ubiquitous commonality 

is the units’ core values of citi-

zenship, leadership, character, 

and community service. 
Throughout the nation, 

over 3,000 schools offer either 

the Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-

rines, or Coast Guard JROTC 

elective course. A common mis-

conception of the program is that 

students who take JROTC in 

high school are required to en-

list in the military. Contrary to 

belief, junior ROTC cadets have 

no military obligation after high  

Continued on page 3 

JROTC members at Tuesday night’s  

memorial ceremony 

Boys State election winners congratulate 

each other Wednesday morning 
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2016 Election Influences Boys State Speeches 

OPINIONS 

By Emma Berkebile  

On Saturday night, June 17, Judge Merita 

A. Hopkins talked to the Girls Staters fol-

lowing the introduction of the academic 

program by Larry DiCara. The former FBI 

agent talked to the Girls State Citizens 

about the challenges they may face further 

down the road. Judge Hopkins told the 

girls about her journey from college to law 

school to the FBI to being a lawyer and 

later becoming a judge. She told the girls 

that it was okay to not know what you 

want to do with your life at seventeen. 
          Judge Hopkins opened up the floor 

to questions from citizens after her speech. 

Many of the questions she was asked were 

based on being a woman in a predominant-

ly male workforce. To these questions 

Judge Hopkins replied that the men she 

worked with adapted to her and treated her 

like any other colleague. She also told the  

  Continued on page 4 

Hopkins Visits Girls State 

By Frederick Hannah III 

We live in a revolutionizing time period 

exuberated with the idea of political cor-

rectness. The times are evolving with new 

political powers coming to their comfort, 

running for office throughout the United 

States. This week at Boys State, the young 

men selected to be a part of this prestigious 

event have been given the opportunity to 

lead a city or town to economic prosperity, 

growth, stabilization, and efficiency 

throughout the city or town. Young men 

were divided into two parties, the Nation-

alists and Federalists. It was clean slate for 

all, as all the new members of the respect-

ed parties came together to discuss 

amongst themselves the beliefs that the 

party believes in. But before all of this 

occurred, there was the first party caucus 

of the week which was held on Sunday 

night. 
 Some may consider the time peri-

od that we live in is a hectic and chaotic 

one, others may disagree and believe that it 

is finally the time for them to have their 

voices heard. With the recent election of 

Donald Trump for president, it is unques-

tionably undeniable, that his victory 

caused mixed emotions from both parties. 

Some may argue that his presidency is the 

step into the right direction, while others 

have stated that his election to presidency 

has set us back in. Writing, with an unbi-

ased opinion on the matter of Donald 

Trump, it’s justifiably noted that his cam-

paign was run off of the basis that he 

would “drain the swamp” and rid Wash-

ington from political correctness. Accord-

ing to The Atlantic, his supporters flocked 

to him because he would be a “hard-

headed businessman who spoke plain 

truths about problems that the United 

States faces.” On the other side his oppo-

nents were outraged by his un-Washington

-like talking to his supporters. The issue of 

political correctness has taken off through-

out the country, especially here at Boys 

State. 
 Sunday night was a big step for 

all Boys Staters. It was the first night of 

many to come throughout the week where 

different opinions would be exploited, eve-

ryone’s mistakes would be highlighted and 

noted down, and it was a time for candi-

dates to shine. It was a stepping stone into 

the right direction for shooting towards a 

democracy. Candidates for the constitu-

tional offices had well written speeches 

during the caucus. They took the time and 

used it wisely to make sure their voice was 

heard. A key characteristic that nearly all 

candidates highlighted during their speech 

was the need for someone to be elected 

who is comfortable with the people, and 

understands how to communicate to all 

citizens of Boys State. Candidates strongly 

presented their case as to why they are the 

right one for the job. Some decided not to 

use the microphone to speak on a more 

personal level, while others proudly used 

the microphone to voice their ideas and 

opinions. Political correctness was a term 

well used throughout the speeches of 

many, as the candidates wanted to reach 

out to their fellow citizens trying to gain 

their vote. The night soon came to a draw, 

but not without discussion between all 

Boys Staters as to who would be the best 

person for the job. 

 

Incongruences  

Between Girls and 

Boys State 
 

By Madison Dufries, Eden Dalton, 

Hannah Parent  
It has been acknowledged that 

Boys State and Girls State are two sepa-

rate organizations; however, after walking 

into this unique camp-like experience it is 

safe to say we were not prepared for the 

social division that we would face. As a 

first impression, the sea of highlighters 

walking through campus was nearly im-

possible to ignore. It seemed strange that 

on the other side, a mass of white shirts 

and patriotic lanyards strolled about 

freely. Now, as a group of accomplished 

and compassionate young women, we 

have no intention of attacking or general-

izing the characters of the young men who 

attend Boys State. This is simply a com-

parison, a way to accurately view the sim-

ilarities and differences. 
First in the discussion of the dif-

ferences, is the ability the boys have to 

wander freely within the campus, without 

a buddy. As a female the buddy system is 

one that should be implemented thorough-

ly, in an attempt to ensure the safety of 

oneself and others. That being said, if the 

girls on campus are traveling in pairs, or 

most likely a large group of friends, is 

there truly a necessity to enforce the rule 

that a counselor must travel as a part of 

the party as well? In the instances in 

which girls are trying to traverse the great 

distances that they have to travel, from the 

dormitories to an activity, they must be 

accompanied by a counselor that has to 

  Continued on page 3 
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school, and the program is not a military 

prep class. While the classes are taught by 

retired military personnel and are partially 

funded by the military, the overall mission 

of the program is to develop better citi-

zens of the nation. JROTC emphasizes 

developing skills for life: from leadership 

to self-confidence to discipline; the mis-

sion is to instill these qualities for a thriv-

ing career. 
    Students that partake in JROTC are 

required to wear their uniform on desig-

nated days, and course work also entails 

taking part in physical fitness training and 

basic drill instruction. While not required, 

participation in the competitive drill teams 

is encouraged. Throughout the year, 

schools host drill competitions where 

schools from all over the region can at-

tend and compete. At these competitions 

cadets can earn individual, dual, and team 

recognition for their hard work and dedi-

JROTC, cont. from p. 1 

By Kate Peddicord and Katie Flynn 

This Monday at Girls State, we, Kate 

Peddicord and Katie Flynn from the town 

of Loyalty, congregated at the Stonehill 

College football field to attempt Kelsey 

DeWolfe’s Boot Camp for Rec time. We 

were excited to gain a glimpse into what 

daily military’s physical training (PT) 

looks like. Being avid athletes we were 

confident in our ability to finish the ac-

tivity. Unfortunately, we were proven 

wrong. We started with a jog on the track 

and then after one minute intervals, 

sprinted for 15 seconds and back to a jog. 

With the sun beating down on us and the 

suffocating moisture filling our lungs, we 

were only able to complete two laps. We 

collapsed onto the grass in exhaustion 

but still congratulated our efforts. Kate 

attempted the next exercise which was 

abs. While she finished the exercise, her 

abdomen expressed its deep dissatisfac-

tion the next morning. What we learned 

from this experience is that military per-

sonnel have to work hard at what they do 

and put much effort into everything they 

do even if it is the regular PT exercises. 

We walked away with a greater apprecia-

tion of those serving in the military and 

hope that someday we can be as accom-

plished and determined. 

De-Wolfe’s Boot 

Camp a Challenge 

travel in the opposite direction to set up 

their own activities or courses. Resulting 

in girls arriving late to their courses or 

activities, that are already cut short to 

compensate for an over packed schedule, 

the increased distance and waiting time 

for other people creates a lacking in the 

ability to absorb and fully participate in an 

activity. The ability to partner up and 

walk with just your friends reduces the 

strain on counselors to be in multiple plac-

es at one time, and allows these girls the 

ability to participate in full, without the 

fear that by the time they arrive at their 

recreational activity they have to move 

back to where they were. 
On the topic “free time,” the 

boys receive double the time girls do, and 

the activities done within this time are 

vastly different. Boys State has legitimate 

teams and different colored shirts desig-

nated to each group. They play tourna-

ment style, whereas the girls play pickup 

games and little structure is applied. 

It can be argued that girls are less 

cation to learning drill and being part of a 

team. 
In addition to the requirements 

for community service within the school, 

in JROTC, “service before self” is an in-

stilled value, so many JROTC cadets go 

above and beyond what the school requires 

of them. Cadets also strive for academic 

excellence, and those who maintain a cer-

tain GPA may be eligible to participate in 

various JROTC honor societies. The rib-

bons, medals, ropes and aiguillettes pre-

sent on uniforms recognize participation in 

JROTC team activities, as well as personal 

academic and athletic achievement and 

leadership. 
    At Boys and Girls State, we are choos-

ing to partake in JROTC services to show 

what we are passionate about. We are pas-

sionate about being leaders, serving the 

community, and showing our dedication to 

the corps and its sense of camaraderie. 

Incongruences, cont. from pg 2 

apt to play sports, but that does not apply 

to all. Many girls here at Girls State are 

highly competitive, very athletic, and de-

serving of time to enjoy getting exercise 

and having fun. Those who choose not to 

participate in sports are required to stay in 

a common room, overseen by counselors. 

We cannot stay in our rooms, only to get 

something and return back. The boys can 

do what they want unsupervised as dis-

cussed before. Free time has been inter-

preted differently by the organizations, a 

better sense of equality in the programs 

would be greatly appreciated. 
 Another observation is the differ-

ences in questions, or comments that have 

been said during integrated assemblies. 

Girls and boys both have asked fantastic, 

well thought, and interesting questions 

throughout the week, but a select few 

statements have been seen as irrelevant 

and disrupting to the lectures. For example 

“Saturdays are for the boys” and the com-

ment regarding the “Free the Nips Move-

ment” are deemed unnecessary. In the se-

lect amount time that is delegated to ques-

tions, if the majority of that time is instead 

wasted on such senile comments, then as 

seen multiple times, people patiently wait-

ing in back with substantial questions be-

come overlooked. Not only overlooking 

that singular person, but perhaps people 

with the same questions who are just afraid 

to publicly address their questions. If Sat-

urdays are for the boys than every other 

day is for the girls. 
 Once again, the intention of this 

editorial is to merely compare the two or-

ganizations; we are in no way attempting 

to ignite conflict between Boys State and 

Girls State. Whatever your gender, you are 

at Stonehill College this week because you 

have an interest in current events or even a 

future in government. It is important to 

support the young bright minds of this 

generation and not allow differences to 

restrict our goals of unity. However, it may 

be a good idea to start a conversation on 

the topic of the disparities between the 

Boys State and Girls State in order to per-

haps help the program run more cohesively 

next year. Boys and girls alike should be 

reminded it’s important to respect each 

other’s boundaries and beliefs, for only 

then will we be able to achieve coopera-

tion. At the end of the day, these two pro-

grams are designed to be a unique, positive 

and educative experience for ambitious 

youths, and addressing some of the 

‘controversies’ that have occurred this past 

week will hopefully inspire a better inte-

grated system. 
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Hopkins, cont. from p. 2 
Girls State Citizens that they should just work their hardest no matter who their 

work with. 
            Judge Hopkins’s speech was both empowering and inspiring. She set an 

example for the Girls Staters that showed that working hard will get you to where 

you want to go. The motivational speech gave the citizens at Girls State a perspec-

tive on women in the workplace and the court system. 

 

The Week Ahead at 

Boys and Girls 

State 

Thursday  

 11:30 am - Girls Na-

tion Interviews 

 1:30 pm - Boys State 

Championship Sport 

Rounds 

 3:00 pm - District 

Court  

Friday  

 9:00 am - College 

Fair  

 12:30 pm - Depar-

ture 

The wreath from Tuesday’s 

memorial service 

Citizens stand attentively watching the memorial service on Tuesday 

Tell it to the Judge 
 

The court of Boys State & Girls State 

will be in session Thursday at 3 P.M. 

in Martin. 

 

Are they bad boys and girls, or 

wrongly accused?  Stop by and watch 

as the evidence is presented, contested 

and a decision rendered. 

Boys Staters attend the candidates’ forum on Tuesday night 


